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The high cost of delay for NASA
NASA was well on the way to flying the final Space Shuttle mission on Discovery on
16 September 2010, squeaking by before the 30 September end of the Fiscal Year.
The $600 million President Barack Obama budgeted in case the Shuttle had to fly
into 2011 would not have been used — making it available to spend on other
projects.
With little warning, disaster struck. Early this
year, while being tested at Europe’s CERN
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These would be dramatic discoveries, but
the experiment is controversial. Many
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system is operated to further reduce the

The test at the Scirocco Plasma highenthalpy wind tunnel at CIRA, the Italian
Aerospace Research Centre, confirmed that
Aero Sekur’s module will withstand the
extreme temperatures of around 1,250C
generated during atmospheric re-entry.
Aero Sekur is also supporting the

A Solid Rocket Booster segment at KSC that
will be used for Atlantis on what is currently
planned as the ‘launch on need’ rescue mission
for Endeavour’s STS-134 mission.
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Sensitivity will be increased by running

Carefully warming up the already
supercooled hardware, replacing the
magnets and re-testing means the
spectrometer will not be ready to fly before
mid-November, and possibly well into 2011.
So the Shuttle programme will not end
with a final launch in
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revolutionise cosmology — and all would be
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